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Senior government scientist Anthony Fauci said Monday the United
States was on "high alert" for the new COVID-19 variant and urged
people to get vaccinated after Canada confirmed its first cases of the
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new strain.

"No confirmed cases (of Omicron) but obviously we're on high alert,"
Fauci said on ABC's "Good Morning America."

Fauci also encouraged people to get coronavirus vaccines or boosters
quickly, rather than waiting for pharmaceutical companies to tailor doses
specifically to the Omicron variant.

"A variant like this, although there's a lot we don't know about it, one
thing we do know is that vaccinated people do much, much better than
unvaccinated people, and particularly when you boost someone," he said.

"When you get vaccinated and boosted and your level (of antibodies)
goes way up, you're going to have some degree of protection, at least
against severe disease," Fauci said.

"I would strongly suggest you get boosted now."

The World Health Organization has listed Omicron as a "variant of
concern," and countries around the world are now restricting travel from
southern Africa, where the new strain was first detected, and taking
other new precautions.

The WHO says it could take several weeks to know if there are
significant changes in transmissibility, severity or implications for
COVID vaccines, tests and treatments.

The United States has restricted travel from eight southern African
countries, and northern neighbor Canada has restricted travel from
seven.

On Sunday, Canada said it had detected its first cases of the new strain,
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in two people who had recently traveled to Nigeria.

Both patients are in isolation while public health authorities trace their
possible contacts, said officials.

© 2021 AFP

Citation: Fauci urges vaccines as US on 'high alert' for COVID variant (2021, November 29)
retrieved 2 May 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-11-fauci-urges-vaccines-high-covid.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-11-fauci-urges-vaccines-high-covid.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

