
 

New infections hit record as Russia's
COVID-19 wave persists
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A medical staff member wearing a special suit to protect against COVID-19
treats a patient with coronavirus at an ICU at the Regional Clinical Hospital 1, in
Krasnodar, south Russia, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. Coronavirus deaths in Russia
hit another daily record several days after a nationwide order for many Russians
to stay off work took effect. Russia's state coronavirus task force has reported
record daily infections or deaths almost every day for the last month. Credit: AP
Photo/Vitali Timkiv
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Russia's COVID-19 cases hit another one-day record as the country
struggles to contain a wave of infections and deaths that has persisted for
more than a month.

The national coronavirus task force on Saturday reported 41,335 new
cases since the previous day, exceeding the previous daily record of
40,993 from Oct. 31. The task force said 1,188 people with COVID-19
died, just seven fewer than the daily death record reported Thursday.

Officials cite Russia's low vaccination rate as a major factor in the sharp
rise in cases that began in mid-September. The task force reported about
57.2 million full-course vaccinations, or less than 40% of the country's
146 million people.

Last month, President Vladimir Putin ordered many Russians to stay off
work between Oct. 30 and Nov. 7. He authorized regional governments
to extend the number of nonworking days, if necessary.

Several regions, including Novgorod in the northwest, Tomsk in Siberia,
the Chelyabinsk region in the Ural Mountains and Kursk and Bryansk
regions southwest of Moscow, have extended the nonworking period
through the end of next week.

Moscow's mayor said the situation in the capital had stabilized
sufficiently for people to return to work there on Monday. People in the
Russia-annexed Crimea region also will resume working next week.
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A medical staffer wearing a special suit to protect against COVID-19 treats a
patient with coronavirus at an ICU at the Regional Clinical Hospital 1, in
Krasnodar, south Russia, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. Coronavirus deaths in Russia
hit another daily record several days after a nationwide order for many Russians
to stay off work took effect. Russia's state coronavirus task force has reported
record daily infections or deaths almost every day for the last month. Credit: AP
Photo/Vitali Timkiv
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Medical staff members wearing special suits to protect against COVID-19 help
walk a patient with coronavirus at an ICU at the Regional Clinical Hospital 1, in
Krasnodar, south Russia, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. Coronavirus deaths in Russia
hit another daily record several days after a nationwide order for many Russians
to stay off work took effect. Russia's state coronavirus task force has reported
record daily infections or deaths almost every day for the last month. Credit: AP
Photo/Vitali Timkiv
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Medical staff members wearing special suits to protect against COVID-19
prepare to move a patient with coronavirus at an ICU at the Regional Clinical
Hospital 1, in Krasnodar, south Russia, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. Coronavirus
deaths in Russia hit another daily record several days after a nationwide order for
many Russians to stay off work took effect. Russia's state coronavirus task force
has reported record daily infections or deaths almost every day for the last
month. Credit: AP Photo/Vitali Timkiv
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Medical staff members wearing special suits to protect against coronavirus treat
a patient with coronavirus at an ICU at the Regional Clinical Hospital 1, in
Krasnodar, south Russia, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2021. Coronavirus deaths in Russia
hit another daily record several days after a nationwide order for many Russians
to stay off work took effect. Russia's state coronavirus task force has reported
record daily infections or deaths almost every day for the last month. Credit: AP
Photo/Vitali Timkiv

Certain restrictions will remain in place in the Russian capital, such as a
stay-at-home order for older adults and a mandate for businesses to have
30% of their staffs work from home. Access to theaters and museums is
limited to those who either have been fully vaccinated, have recovered
from COVID-19 within the last six months or can present a negative
coronavirus test.
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Russia has recorded more than 8.75 million confirmed virus cases and
245,635 deaths in the pandemic, according to the national task force,
which counts only deaths directly attributed to the virus.

Figures from the state statistical service, which also counts deaths in
which the virus was a contributing factor or was suspected but not
confirmed, indicate the virus' impact is significantly more severe; its
most recent report tallied about 462,000 virus-connected deaths through
the end of September.

© 2021 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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