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U.S. adults support net-risk pediatric
research

December 29 2021

(HealthDay)—The majority of U.S. adults support net-risk pediatric
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research posing minimal risk and support pediatric research posing
greater risk if it has high social value, according to a study published
online Dec. 28 in Pediatrics.

Will Schupmann, from the National Institutes of Health Clinical Center
in Bethesda, Maryland, and colleagues administered a 15-minute survey
to a nationally representative sample of U.S. adults. Participants were
randomly allocated to one of four hypothetical scenarios composed of
procedures posing increasing levels of risk. Each of the four scenarios
described the respective procedure being used in three studies with
increasing levels of social value to assess whether respondents' views on
the acceptability of risks were influenced by the social value of the
research.

The researchers found that overall, 84.5 percent of respondents felt that
it can be appropriate to expose children to research risks to gather
information that might benefit others, while 15.5 percent felt it was
never appropriate. About 91 and 69 percent approved of a research
blood draw in minors and a research bone marrow biopsy, respectively.
As the study's social value increased, there was an increase in the
proportion who indicated that the respective procedure was acceptable.
This effect was significantly stronger for studies posing greater versus
lower risks.

"Stakeholders assessing pediatric clinical trials, and those applying the
U.S. regulations, should be aware of these findings, including the
importance of evaluating the acceptability of net risks in pediatric
research in light of the study's social value," the authors write.

More information: Abstract/Full Text (subscription or payment may
be required)

Editorial (subscription or payment may be required)
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