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Traffic marshals direct vehicles at a drive-thru COVID-19 testing clinic at Bondi
Beach in Sydney, Australia, on Jan. 8, 2022. Australia on Friday, Jan. 21,
reported its deadliest day of the pandemic with 80 coronavirus fatalities, as an
outbreak of the omicron variant continued to take a toll. Credit: AP Photo/Mark
Baker, File
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Australia on Friday reported its deadliest day of the pandemic with 80
coronavirus fatalities, as an outbreak of the omicron variant continued to
take a toll.

But Dominic Perrottet, premier of the most populous state, New South
Wales, said a slight decrease in hospitalizations gave him some hope
about the strain the outbreak is putting on the health system.

The previous record of 78 deaths was set on Tuesday. There have been
just under 3,000 coronavirus deaths in Australia since the pandemic
began.

New South Wales, home to Sydney, reported a record 46 deaths. They
included a baby who died from COVID-19 in December, one of several
historical cases that were investigated.

The news came after the premier of Western Australia state, Mark
McGowan, backed down on a promise to reopen the state to the rest of
the country on Feb. 5.

In a late-night news conference on Thursday, McGowan said reopening
the state as planned would be "reckless and irresponsible" given the large
number of COVID-19 cases in other states. No new date has been set for
when the state might relax its border closure.

The border decision means neither Prime Minister Scott Morrison nor
opposition leader Anthony Albanese can campaign in the state for now.
An election is due to be held by May 21.

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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