
 

Fewer new cancer research projects were
funded during the COVID-19 pandemic
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New figures from the National Cancer Research Institute (NCRI) show
that fewer new cancer research projects were funded in 2020/21. This is
the first time NCRI's cancer research funding database has shown a drop
in funding caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The lifetime value of new projects has decreased by 57%. The NCRI is
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concerned that the amount spent on cancer research will continue to
decline over the next five years if this trend continues. This decline in
funding will significantly impact the ability to improve outcomes for
people affected by cancer.

Data collected by NCRI shows that in the financial year 2020/21, NCRI
Partners spent a total of £634 million (approximately $831 million) on
cancer research. This is a decrease of 9% compared to 2019/20. The five
years before the COVID-19 pandemic showed an upward trend in cancer
research spending.

"While a 9% decrease in the amount spent on cancer research is
alarming, we are concerned that it doesn't reflect the full impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic. This is because several NCRI Partners made
tough decisions during the COVID-19 pandemic to maintain their
research funding commitments, including moving priorities away from
other areas and making redundancies," says Dr. Iain Frame.

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a substantial financial impact on
cancer research funders, specifically charity funders. Charity funders
have done everything possible to ensure that funding committed before
the pandemic has been honored. But this has meant less funding to
allocate to new research.

"There has been a substantial decrease in the number and lifetime value
of new cancer research projects funded. As current projects come to an
end, we could see a continued decrease in spending on cancer research,"
says Frame.

Some of the areas that saw the most substantial decreases in funding by
NCRI Partners include research into cancer prevention and cancer
control, survivorship and outcomes. Specific cancer types that saw large
decreases in funding include bladder cancer, neuroblastoma and cancer
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of the small intestine. Breast cancer, colorectal cancer, lung cancer,
leukemia, prostate cancer and pancreatic cancer remain the cancer types
that receive the most funding.

"As the pandemic struck, we were forced to contemplate the
unthinkable—not being able to fund any research into the deadliest
common cancer for many years. Instead, the financial challenges have
only stiffened our resolve and made us think more clearly than ever
about where we must continue to invest. We're able to keep investing
strategically in innovative projects and bring forward our support for the
most promising early career scientists. In such uncertain financial times,
those vital professors of the future may have otherwise had to abandon
their careers before they could help us make the lifesaving
breakthroughs we desperately need. We owe a huge debt of thanks to
everyone who rallied to us during COVID-19 It's because of them that
this year we're able to invest more money in pancreatic cancer research
than ever before," says Dr. Chris MacDonald, head of research, Partner
Pancreatic Cancer UK.

NCRI partners represent many of the most influential cancer research
funders in the UK. Through the partnership, cancer research funders can
work together to coordinate cancer research, reduce duplication of
effort, and identify priority areas that will have maximum impact for
patients.

NCRI works with funders of all cancer types to maximize the value and
benefits of cancer research for patients and the public. NCRI involves
patients, caregivers and others affected by cancer (also known as
"consumers") at all stages of its activities, including defining research
priorities, reviewing research proposals and developing trials.

NCRI has been collecting research funding data since 2002 to
understand funding distribution. NCRI publishes annual summaries of
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this data and periodic reports to identify trends and gaps in funding
across a range of research areas.

  More information: Cancer Research Database: www.ncri.org.uk/how-
we-work/ca … r-research-database/
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