
 

UN report: Nearly half of all pregnancies are
unintended
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The U.N. Population Fund says new research shows that nearly half of
all pregnancies worldwide—121 million annually—are unintended,
which it calls "a neglected crisis."

1/3



 

In its annual State of World Population Report 2022 released
Wednesday, the fund said over 60% of unintended pregnancies end in
abortion and an estimated 45% of abortions are unsafe, causing 5% to
13% of maternal deaths.

"This report is a wakeup call," said Dr. Natalia Kanem, executive
director of the fund, which now calls itself the U.N.'s sexual and
reproductive health agency.

"The staggering number of unintended pregnancies represents a global
failure to uphold women and girls' basic human rights. For the women
affected, the most life-altering reproductive choice—whether or not to
become pregnant—is no choice at all," she said.

The rate of unintended pregnancy did decline between 1990 and 2019,
from 79 to 64 for every 1,000 women aged 15 to 49, and that offers
"some comfort," the report said. But it noted the total number of women
experiencing unintended pregnancies increased about 13% over the
30-year period because of population growth.

According to the fund's research, an estimated 257 million women
globally who want to avoid pregnancy are not using safe and modern
methods of contraception, and in 47 countries about 40% of sexually
active women were not using any contraceptive methods.

U.N. data this year looking at women of reproductive age in 64 countries
showed that 23% were unable to say no to sex, 24% were unable to make
decisions about their own health care, and 8% were unable to make
decisions about contraception, the report said.

"Together, this means that only 57% of women are able to make their
own decisions over their sexual and reproductive rights," it said.
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According to data published in the British medical journal The Lancet in
2020, the report said that "in 2015-2019 there were roughly 121 million
unintended pregnancies each year, with some 48% of all pregnancies
being unintended."

Jonathan Bearak, a senior research scientist at the Guttmacher Institute,
led the study that analyzed country-by-country data on unintended
pregnancies just released by Guttmacher and the World Health
Organization, the fund said.

Kanem said that "preventing unintended pregnancies is a nonnegotiable
first step" toward gender equality.

"When individuals are able to exercise real informed choice over their
health, bodies and futures, they can contribute to more prosperous
societies and a more sustainable, equitable and just world," she said in
the forward to the report.

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.

Citation: UN report: Nearly half of all pregnancies are unintended (2022, March 31) retrieved 11
May 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-03-pregnancies-unintended.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/report/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-03-pregnancies-unintended.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

