
 

WHO: COVID-19 cases rising nearly
everywhere in the world
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Pediatrician Emy Jean-Marie, center, holds her nine-month-old son Adedeji
Adebayo, Emiola Adebayo, 3, on her lap as Dr. Nizar Dowla, right, administers a
vaccine while Department of Health and Human Services Assistant Secretary for
Health, Admiral Rachel Levine, left, looks on, Tuesday, June 28, 2022, at the
Borinquen Health Care Center in Miami. Florida is the only state that didn't pre-
order the under-5 vaccine, and state Surgeon General Joseph Ladapo has
recommended against vaccinating healthy children. Credit: AP Photo/Wilfredo
Lee
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The number of new coronavirus cases rose by 18% in the last week, with
more than 4.1 million cases reported globally, according to the World
Health Organization.

The U.N. health agency said in its latest weekly report on the pandemic
that the worldwide number of deaths remained relatively similar to the
week before, at about 8,500. COVID-related deaths increased in three
regions: the Middle East, Southeast Asia and the Americas.

The biggest weekly rise in new COVID-19 cases was seen in the Middle
East, where they increased by 47%, according to the report released late
Wednesday. Infections rose by about 32% in Europe and Southeast Asia,
and by about 14% in the Americas, WHO said.

WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said cases were
on the rise in 110 countries, mostly driven by the omicron variants BA.4
and BA.5.

"This pandemic is changing, but it's not over," Tedros said this week
during a press briefing. He said the ability to track COVID-19's genetic
evolution was "under threat" as countries relaxed surveillance and
genetic sequencing efforts, warning that would make it more difficult to
catch emerging and potentially dangerous new variants.

He called for countries to immunize their most vulnerable populations,
including health workers and people over 60, saying that hundreds of
millions remain unvaccinated and at risk of severe disease and death.

Tedros said that while more than 1.2 billion COVID-19 vaccines have
been administered globally, the average immunization rate in poor
countries is about 13%.
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"If rich countries are vaccinating children from as young as 6 months old
and planning to do further rounds of vaccination, it is incomprehensible
to suggest that lower-income countries should not vaccinate and boost
their most at risk (people)," he said.

According to figures compiled by Oxfam and the People's Vaccine
Alliance, fewer than half of the 2.1 billion vaccines promised to poorer
countries by the Group of Seven large economies have been delivered.

Earlier this month, the United States authorized COVID-19 vaccines for
infants and preschoolers, rolling out a national immunization plan
targeting 18 million of the youngest children. American regulators also
recommended that some adults get updated boosters in the fall that
match the latest coronavirus variants.

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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