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UK: 50 new monkeypox cases in biggest
epidemic beyond Africa

June 17 2022

This 2003 electron microscope image made available by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention shows mature, oval-shaped monkeypox virions, left, and
spherical immature virions, right, obtained from a sample of human skin
associated with the 2003 prairie dog outbreak. British health officials said they
cannot tell if the spread of monkeypox has peaked in the country as they
announced another 45 cases Friday, June 10, 2022. That makes for a total of 366
cases in the biggest-ever outbreak of the disease beyond Africa. Credit: Cynthia
S. Goldsmith, Russell Regner/CDC via AP, File
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British health officials reported another 50 cases of monkeypox across
the country on Friday, for a total of 574 cases. That makes the U.K.'s
outbreak the biggest to date beyond Africa.

In a statement, Britain's Health Security Agency said most of the cases
have been identified in gay or bisexual men, but warned that anyone who
is in close, physical contact with someone who has monkeypox is at risk
of catching the usually rare disease.

"If you have a rash with blisters, or any other monkeypox symptoms,
don't go to events, meet with friends or have sexual contact," cautioned
Dr. William Welfare of Britain's Health Security Agency. He said
people who might have been exposed to the disease should stay at home
and call health services for advice.

The World Health Organization has said people with monkeypox could
be infectious for up to four weeks and advised them to isolate until they
have completely recovered.

Globally, more than 30 countries have reported 1,880 infections in
countries that don't typically report monkeypox, with 85% of cases in
Europe. No deaths have been reported.

Until last month, monkeypox had only caused sizeable outbreaks in
central and west Africa; the continent has so far reported more than
1,500 cases and 72 suspected deaths in a separate epidemic.

Earlier this week, the World Health Organization's Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus described the continued spread of
monkeypox in countries that haven't previously seen the disease as
"unusual and concerning."
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He said he would be convening an expert meeting next Thursday to
decide if the expanding monkeypox outbreak warrants being declared a
global emergency. That would give it the same designation as the
COVID-19 pandemic and the ongoing effort to eradicate polio.

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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