
 

NYC first to offer Paxlovid at COVID testing
sites
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New York City's Mayor Eric Adams announced Thursday that the city
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has launched the first-of-their-kind mobile COVID-19 testing units that
will also dispense the antiviral drug Paxlovid to those who test positive
for the virus.

The "Test-to-Treat" program is part of federal and city efforts to catch
and treat infections early and be ready for new waves of the pandemic.
Health officials also want to expand access to Paxlovid, especially for
people who don't have a regular doctor or insurance, the New York Times
reported.

"New York City may have been at the epicenter of the pandemic at the
start, but now we are leading the way in prevention and mitigation,"
Adams said in his announcement. "By getting lifesaving medications into
the hands of New Yorkers minutes after they test positive, we are once
again leading the nation to quickly deliver accessible care to those who
need it."

Adams, who took office in January, tested positive for the virus in April
and has said that his infection was mild in part because he took Paxlovid.

White House COVID-19 Response Coordinator Dr. Ashish Jha told the 
Times there had been a major increase in the use of Paxlovid across the
country over the last three months, and that 240,000 new prescriptions
were reported last week, the highest weekly total so far. But he noted
that those who test positive in poor communities had not gotten antiviral
treatments as often as people in wealthy communities had.

"I love this idea," Jha said of the New York City program. "You can go
to people where they are. I expect this to go very well, and it will be a
great model for the rest of the country to follow."

Paxlovid, made by Pfizer Inc., can significantly reduce the severity of
COVID-19 infection when taken early in the infection. The drug was 
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approved for emergency use late last year by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration.

The "Test-to-Treat" program was first announced by President Joe Biden
in March.

On Thursday, three mobile units were outside local drug stores in
working-class neighborhoods, the Times reported. The number of sites
will grow to more than 30 by the end of July.

Dr. Ted Long, executive director of the city's Test & Trace Corps, noted
the first patient at a new mobile testing site outside a drug store in the
Inwood section of Manhattan. The woman, who didn't have a cellphone,
tested positive and left the pharmacy with Paxlovid.

"This effort is focused on equity," Long told the Times.

Dr. Ashwin Vasan, New York City's health commissioner, told the Times
that plenty of Paxlovid is available for New Yorkers who need it.

"Now we're kind of awash in Paxlovid," Vasan said.

  More information: Yale Medicine has more on Paxlovid.
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