
 

Rising number of Americans think it's OK to
harass public health officials

August 2 2022

  
 

  

U.S. health officials are in the crosshairs as a result of the COVID-19
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pandemic, facing threats and harassment from the public they serve.

And a growing percentage of U.S. adults are fine with that, according to
a new Cornell University study.

Analysis of public opinion surveys conducted during the pandemic found
double-digit increases among Republicans who considered harassment
and threats against public health officials justified. The surveys were
conducted in November 2020 and again in July and August 2021.

By the end of the study, there was a gap of 15 percentage points between
Democrats and Republicans in support of intimidation tactics against
health officials.

During the pandemic, health officials have suffered attacks at hospitals,
telephone threats, and armed protestors at their homes, the researchers
said in a university news release. They said "pandemic fatigue" may be a
factor.

Even among those with high trust in science, the researchers saw an 8
percentage point increase in believing such threats were justified.
Increasing support of threatening behavior also was observed among
people with higher pay, political independents and those with more
education.

"We can see the human cost of this harassment," said Colleen Barry,
dean of Cornell's School of Public Policy, in Ithaca, N.Y. "Public health
workers are leaving the profession in large numbers and those who have
chosen to stay report dealing with mental health consequences."

The surveys studied included more than 1,000 U.S. adults.

The findings were published online July 29 in JAMA Network Open.
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2794789?resultClick=3
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/surveys/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/harassment/
https://www.ama-assn.org/about/leadership/threats-intimidation-against-doctors-and-health-workers-must-end
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/health+officials/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/335820/WHO-EURO-2020-1160-40906-55390-eng.pdf
https://www.naccho.org/blog/articles/naccho-requests-protection-of-public-health-department-officials-and-staff-from-harassment-intimidation-and-threats-of-violence
https://www.naccho.org/blog/articles/naccho-requests-protection-of-public-health-department-officials-and-staff-from-harassment-intimidation-and-threats-of-violence


 

  More information: Johns Hopkins has more about harassment of
public health workers. 

Rachel J. Topazian et al, US Adults' Beliefs About Harassing or
Threatening Public Health Officials During the COVID-19 Pandemic, 
JAMA Network Open (2022). DOI:
10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.23491

Copyright © 2022 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Rising number of Americans think it's OK to harass public health officials (2022,
August 2) retrieved 26 April 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-08-americans-
health.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2022/harassment-of-public-health-officials-widespread-during-the-initial-phase-of-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2022/harassment-of-public-health-officials-widespread-during-the-initial-phase-of-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.23491
https://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.23491
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-08-americans-health.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2022-08-americans-health.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

