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A Jackson, Miss., resident receives a Pfizer booster shot from a nurse at a
vaccination site Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2022. In August 2022, Pfizer and Moderna
both asked U.S. regulators to authorize modified versions of their booster
vaccine — shots that are half the original recipe and half protection against BA.4
and BA.5, the newest subtypes of the coronavirus omicron variant. Credit: AP
Photo/Rogelio V. Solis, File
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Pfizer and BioNTech have asked the European Medicines Agency to
authorize their updated coronavirus booster vaccine that includes the
most recent omicron subvariants.

In a statement Friday, Pfizer said it is requesting that the EU drug
regulator OK its combination COVID-19 vaccine that targets the original
coronavirus and BA.4 and BA.5, the latest versions of omicron, which
are causing the vast majority of infections globally now. Pfizer and
BioNTech are asking that the vaccine be given the green light for people
aged 12 and over.

The European Medicines Agency is currently reviewing whether to clear
updated versions of vaccines made by Moderna and Pfizer that target the
subvariant BA.1, an earlier version of the virus that has since been
overtaken by BA.4 and BA.5; that decision is expected next week.

If both of Pfizer's updated COVID-19 boosters are authorized, the
company said its adapted vaccines would be available in Europe "as early
as September."

Last week, the U.K. cleared Moderna's updated COVID-19 booster
targeting the BA.1 version of omicron and said it would be included in
the country's vaccination campaign for people aged 50 and over
beginning next month.

Pfizer and rival Moderna both asked U.S. regulators this week to
authorize modified versions of their booster vaccine—shots that are half
the original recipe and half protection against BA.4 and BA.5.

Health authorities hope that the tweaked boosters might blunt the
expected surge of COVID-19 this winter, but it's still unclear how
effective they might be. The gamble is that BA.5, or something similar,
still will be circulating this the winter and that immunization with these
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latest vaccines will still offer significant protection.

© 2022 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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