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One strategy to address the scarcity of organs for transplantation is called
deemed consent legislation, where adults are automatically presumed to
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consent to organ donation upon their death unless they register an opt-
out decision. In 2019, two Canadian provinces (Nova Scotia and Alberta)
became the first jurisdictions in North America to pass deemed consent
legislation. A recent study published in the Clinical Journal of the
American Society of Nephrology (CJASN) explored public comments
from Canadians regarding deemed consent.

For the study, a team led by Ngan N. Lam, MD, MSc (University of
Calgary) extracted public comments regarding deemed consent from
online articles published by 4 major Canadian news outlets between
January 2019 and July 2020.

Among 4,357 comments from 35 eligible news articles, themes
regarding the perceived positive implications of the legislation included
majority rules, societal impact, and prioritizing donation. Themes
regarding the perceived negative implications were a right to choose, the
potential for abuse and errors, and a possible slippery slope.

In addition to comments that expressed potential positive or negative
implications, comments also offered several key considerations,
including improving government transparency and communication.

"For deemed consent to be successful, there must be public trust and
support for the legislation. Thus, understanding public perceptions of the
legislation is critical to not only ensure that public perceptions are
understood, but so that concerns can be identified and addressed," said
Dr. Lam. "Understanding the perspectives of all Canadians would be
challenging and not possible within the scope of our work; however, we
were able to gain perspectives from the viewpoint of individuals
commenting on press articles, which provided a preliminary
understanding of different views."

An accompanying editorial stressed the importance of public
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engagement, noting that such policies risk negatively impacting rates of 
organ donation if the public perceives the process to threaten rights or
does not trust the healthcare community to ensure appropriate end-of-
life care for organ donors.

An accompanying Patient Voice article states that the article "offers a
valuable lesson to well-intentioned kidney advocates in the United States
because several proposals similarly predicated to the Canadian
legislation are perennial failures in the U.S. Congress and rejected by
major patient advocacy organizations."

Additional study authors include Danielle E. Fox, RN, MN, Maoliosa
Donald, BScPT, Ph.D., Christy Chong, MSc, Robert R. Quinn, MD,
Ph.D., Paul E. Ronksley, Ph.D., Meghan J. Elliott, MD, MSc, Ngan N.
Lam, MD, MSc.
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