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Study examines whether replacements for
missing teeth lower the risk of poor cognition

March 17 2023

Credit: Unsplash/CCO Public Domain

A study aiming to determine if the replacement of missing teeth with
fixed prostheses may protect against cognitive decline was presented at
the 52nd Annual Meeting & Exhibition of the AADOCR, in conjunction
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with the 47th Annual Meeting of the CADR. The AADOCR/CADR
Annual Meeting & Exhibition took place at the Oregon Convention
Center in Portland on March 15-18, 2023.

The study by Elizabeth Kaye of Boston University examined 577 men in
the VA Normative Aging Study (NAS) and Dental Longitudinal Study.
Tooth status and type of replacement, if any, were recorded at triennial
dental exams (1969-2001). Masticatory efficiency was assessed with
carrot chewing tests. The Spatial Copying Task (SCT) was administered
up to four times between 1995 and 2001. The investigators defined poor
cognition as any weighted SCT score
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