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Maker of Wegovy limits supply of obesity
drug in US

May 5 2023, by Cara Murez

Danish drugmaker Novo Nordisk said Thursday it will limit distribution
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of its low-dose versions of the wildly popular weight-loss drug Wegovy,
to ensure that people already taking the drug will have enough supply.

The medication is one of three drugs from a class known as GLP-1
agonists. These medications have been shown in studies to be effective
for weight loss but have faced shortages amid a boom in sales triggered
by celebrity endorsements, the company said in a statement.

The two other drugs in this class, Eli Lilly's Mounjaro and Novo
Nordisk's Ozempic, are also used to treat type 2 diabetes. Wegovy is the
same medication as Ozempic but it is available in higher doses.

"Today, we are serving hundreds of thousands of U.S. patients with
Wegovy," the company said. "However, trends indicate that demand for
Wegovy in the U.S. will exceed our current supply capacity."

While working to expand supply, the drugmaker is sending "limited
quantities” of 0.25 milligrams (mg), 0.5 mg and 1 mg dose strengths to
wholesalers. Those drugs will eventually be distributed to retail
pharmacies.

"We anticipate that many patients will have difficulty filling Wegovy
prescriptions at these doses through September," the company noted.
However, "we do not currently anticipate supply interruptions of the 1.7
mg and 2.4 mg dose strengths of Wegovy."

Obesity and severe obesity have both grown significantly among U.S.
adults in the past 20 years. Data from the National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey shows a jump from 30.5% in 1999 to 41.9% in
2020. Severe obesity now affects 9.2% of Americans, CBS News
reported.

Novo Nordisk stands to make millions from Wegovy. Sales in North
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America operations increased 47% in the first quarter of 2023, CBS
News reported.

More information: The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention has more on obesity in the United States.
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