
 

Smoke from Canadian wildfires blackens
skies, prompts air quality alerts in much of
US
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Wildfires that have been spreading throughout Canada in recent weeks
are now spewing tons of smoke southward into the United States.

The smoke was so thick on Tuesday that New York City's skyline could
not be seen clearly and air quality alerts were issued to residents from
parts of the Northeast to the southern Mid-Atlantic region. New York
officials issued an air quality alert for much of the state on Wednesday.

"Exposure can cause short-term health effects such as irritation to the
eyes, nose and throat, coughing, sneezing, runny nose, and shortness of
breath," the alert warned. "Exposure to elevated levels of fine particulate
matter [PM₂.₅] can also worsen medical conditions such as asthma and 
heart disease. People with heart or breathing problems, and children and
the elderly may be particularly sensitive to PM₂.₅."

"While conditions are anticipated to temporarily improve later tonight
through tomorrow morning, they are expected to deteriorate further
tomorrow afternoon and evening," New York City Mayor Eric Adams
said in a statement on Tuesday. "We recommend all New Yorkers limit
outdoor activity to the greatest extent possible. Those with preexisting 
respiratory problems, like heart or breathing problems, as well as
children and older adults may be especially sensitive and should stay
indoors at this time. While all students should still go to school
tomorrow, New York City public schools will not offer any outdoor
activities on Wednesday."

"When many New Yorkers walked outside today, the hazy skies caused
by wildfire smoke were hard to miss," New York Gov. Kathy Hochul
said in a statement issued Tuesday. "I encourage New Yorkers,
especially those sensitive to air quality, to take appropriate steps to help
limit risk of exposure."

  More information: More Information
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https://www.dec.ny.gov/press/127831.html
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/runny+nose/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/medical+conditions/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/heart+disease/
https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/393-23/mayor-adams-on-deteriorating-air-quality-new-york-city
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/respiratory+problems/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/public+schools/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-updates-new-yorkers-canadian-wildfires-impacting-states-air-quality
http://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/discussions/hpcdiscussions.php?disc=pmdspd
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