
 

Study examines Kentucky cancer survivors'
increased risk of cancer incidence
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While cancer survivors have an increased risk of developing cancer in
the future, that risk is notably higher in Kentucky and Appalachian
Kentucky, according to a new University of Kentucky Markey Cancer
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Center study.

The population-based study, published in Frontiers in Oncology Aug. 17
shows that cancer survivors residing in Appalachian Kentucky had a
significantly increased risk of developing cancer again (either the same
cancer or a new type of cancer) compared to those in non-Appalachian
Kentucky. In addition, results show that survivors of smoking-related
cancers in both Appalachian and non-Appalachian Kentucky were more
likely to get cancer again.

Kentucky has the nation's highest cancer incidence and mortality rates,
with Appalachian Kentucky bearing the greatest burden, driven by
disparities in health behaviors like smoking, and lower rates of cancer
screening.

The study's findings highlight the necessity for and will help to inform
ongoing prevention interventions among cancer survivors in Kentucky.

"The higher risk of subsequent cancers, especially in Appalachia,
emphasizes the importance of targeted interventions to address the
specific challenges faced by survivors in this region," said the study's
lead author Jill Kolesar, Ph.D., a professor in UK's College of Pharmacy,
director of UK Markey Cancer Center's Precision Medicine Center and
co-director of Markey's Molecular Tumor Board.

The research team examined data from more than 148,000 adult-onset
cancer survivors who were diagnosed with first primary cancers (FPCs)
between 2000 and 2014 and followed them for at least five years post-
diagnosis. More than 12% of the survivors developed cancer again.

Among both men and women survivors, larynx and lung cancers were
linked with the highest risk of developing cancer again. Laryngeal cancer
survivors were found to have 2.5 times higher risk of developing another
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cancer.

While survivors from the Appalachian region were shown to have an
increased likelihood of subsequent cancers overall, their risk did not
increase for smoking-related primary cancers when compared to non-
Appalachian Kentuckians.

  More information: Quan Chen et al, Association of first primary
cancer with risk of subsequent primary cancer among survivors of adult-
onset cancers in Kentucky and Appalachian Kentucky, Frontiers in
Oncology (2023). DOI: 10.3389/fonc.2023.1193487

Provided by University of Kentucky

Citation: Study examines Kentucky cancer survivors' increased risk of cancer incidence (2023,
August 22) retrieved 27 April 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2023-08-kentucky-
cancer-survivors-incidence.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/cancer/
https://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fonc.2023.1193487
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2023-08-kentucky-cancer-survivors-incidence.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2023-08-kentucky-cancer-survivors-incidence.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

