
 

Decrease in U.S. preterm mortality seen in
recent decades
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From 1995-1997 to 2018-2020, there was an improvement in the
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preterm mortality rate in the United States, according to a study
published online Sept. 5 in JAMA Pediatrics.

Tim Venkatesan, M.B., B.Chir., from UCL Great Ormond Street
Institute of Child Health in London, and colleagues characterized trends
in preterm infant mortality by maternal race and socioeconomic status in
a retrospective longitudinal descriptive study using data for 12,256,303
preterm infant births between 1995 and 2020.

The researchers found that from 1995-1997 to 2018-2020, there was a
decrease in the average U.S. preterm infant mortality rate (IMR) from
33.71 to 23.32 per 1,000 preterm births per year. The likelihood of
dying following preterm births was higher for Black non-Hispanic versus
White non-Hispanic infants (IMR, 31.09 versus 21.81 in 2018 to 2020);
extremely premature Black and Hispanic infants had a narrow survival
advantage once born (IMR rate ratio, 0.87 in 2018 to 2020). The rate of
decrease in preterm IMR was higher in Black versus White and Hispanic
infants. In addition, the rate of decrease was higher in nonsmokers
versus smokers, in those with high versus intermediate or low levels of
education, and in those who had versus had not received adequate
antenatal care. Within each of these subgroups, the relative risk for
preterm mortality widened over time.

"Unfortunately, we found an overall widening of the inequality in
preterm mortality among mothers from socioeconomically
disadvantaged groups. Our results confirm the critical importance of
mothers receiving antenatal care," the authors write.

One author disclosed ties to the pharmaceutical industry.

  More information: Tim Venkatesan et al, National Trends in Preterm
Infant Mortality in the United States by Race and Socioeconomic Status,
1995-2020, JAMA Pediatrics (2023). DOI:

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/preterm/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/socioeconomic+status/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/mortality/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/pharmaceutical+industry/
https://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jamapediatrics.2023.3487


 

10.1001/jamapediatrics.2023.3487 

Heather H. Burris, Epidemiologic, Public Health, and Clinical
Implications of Death Among Preterm Infants in the US, JAMA
Pediatrics (2023). DOI: 10.1001/jamapediatrics.2023.3493

Copyright © 2023 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Decrease in U.S. preterm mortality seen in recent decades (2023, September 10)
retrieved 2 May 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2023-09-decrease-preterm-mortality-decades.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jamapediatrics.2023.3487
https://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jamapediatrics.2023.3493
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2023-09-decrease-preterm-mortality-decades.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

