
 

Birth rates have risen in states with abortion
bans
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New data shows that births rose in the first half of 2023 in states where
abortion bans came into effect following the fall of Roe v. Wade in
2022.
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States with bans had an average 2.3% rise in the fertility rate compared
to states where abortion remained legal, according to an analysis of
preliminary data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).

That means around 32,000 more births than expected.

"We don't always detect signals in these population aggregates because
there's a lot of variation when you group everybody together," Alison
Gemmill, an assistant professor at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public Health in Baltimore, told CNN. "The fact that there is a signal
at the population level means that something's really going on. It's pretty
strong evidence."

Experts note that fertility rates usually don't undergo significant
fluctuations. According to Gemmill, who wasn't involved in the new
analysis, the 4.5% reduction that occurred in the first year of the
COVID-19 pandemic was a notable aberration and the largest in
decades.

So any sizable uptick in births following the fall of Roe v. Wade is
significant, experts said. It suggests that as abortions became harder to
obtain, more births occurred.

The new data also showed that fertility rates rose more sharply in states
with longer travel times to the nearest legal abortion providers. For
example, 2023 fertility rates rose 5.1% in Texas and 4.4% in
Mississippi, the data showed.

In terms of demographics, the new research showed that Hispanic
women had an especially high uptick (4.7%) in births in the first half of
2023, as did women in their early 20s (3.3%).
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"[The Dobbs decision] has had a profound impact on birthing people's
ability to decide what their family looks like and how they navigate
that," Rachel Hardeman, a professor of health and racial equity at the
University of Minnesota, told CNN. "All of the material resources
necessary for a family to not just barely survive, but to thrive in our
society are going to be impacted by their ability to access health care,
broadly speaking, and abortion care, specifically."

  More information: Find out more about abortion rates in the United
States at KFF.
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