
 

Immunotherapy in first-line standard
therapy significantly improves survival in
metastatic or recurrent cervical cancer
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Published in The Lancet, results of the randomized phase III BEATcc
academic trial (ENGOT-Cx10/GEICO 68-C/JGOG1084/GOG-3030)
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show that adding immune checkpoint inhibitor atezolizumab to standard
of care with bevacizumab and chemotherapy significantly improves
progression-free survival and overall survival in patients with metastatic
or recurrent cervical cancer who are not candidates for curative-intent
surgery and/or radiotherapy.

Patients with metastatic or recurrent cervical cancer not amenable to
curative surgery and/or radiotherapy have a poor prognosis with limited
treatment options. First-line treatment in this setting consists of
combination cisplatin/paclitaxel chemotherapy plus antiangiogenic agent
bevacizumab. This therapeutic strategy was approved based on the
results of the previous phase III Gynecologic Oncology Group (GOG)
240 trial that showed a median overall survival (OS) of 17 months and 
progression-free survival (PFS) of 8.2 months.

Directed by Ana Oaknin, Principal Investigator of the Vall d'Hebron
Institute of Oncology's (VHIO) Gynecological Malignancies Group,
Medical Oncologist at the Vall d'Hebron University Hospital (HUVH)
and an investigator of the Spanish Ovarian Cancer Research Group
(GEICO), the open-label phase III BEATcc academic trial (ENGOT-
Cx10/GEICO 68-C/JGOG1084/GOG-3030) was designed to evaluate
the addition of PD-L1 checkpoint inhibitor atezolizumab to standard of
care with first-line chemotherapy plus bevacizumab—irrespective of PD-
L1 status—versus standard therapy alone.

This international study, results of which have now been published in 
The Lancet, included 410 previously untreated patients with metastatic
(stage IVB) or recurrent cervical cancer not amenable to curative
surgery/radiation who were randomized 1:1 to standard therapy or the
combination with the addition of atezolizumab.

"At a median follow-up of 35 months, median overall survival in patients
treated with the combination of atezolizumab plus standard therapy was
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32.1 months versus 22.8 months in the control arm. This significant
improvement is unprecedented in this setting," says Ana Oaknin, lead
author and Principal Investigator of this present study.

"While the approval of the current standard of care was based on the
results of the previous GOG 240 study, the two-year survival rate was
less than 40%. Interim OS results of this present study show a two-year
survival rate of 60% in patients who received atezolizumab plus
bevacizumab and the chemotherapy doublet."

The BEATcc study investigators also observed significantly improved
PFS results. Median PFS was 13.7 months in patients treated with the
experimental combination and 10.4 months in the control arm.

"In view of the impact on overall survival, and upon evaluation by the
different regulatory authorities and health care reimbursement systems,
the addition of atezolizumab to standard therapy with bevacizumab and
chemotherapy should be considered as a new first-line treatment option
for patients with metastatic or recurrent cervical cancer," concludes
Oaknin.

  More information: Ana Oaknin et al, Atezolizumab plus bevacizumab
and chemotherapy for metastatic, persistent, or recurrent cervical cancer
(BEATcc): a randomised, open-label, phase 3 trial, The Lancet (2023). 
DOI: 10.1016/S0140-6736(23)02405-4
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