
 

Withholding intubation helpful for comatose
patients with acute poisoning
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A conservative strategy of withholding intubation is associated with
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clinical benefit in comatose patients with acute poisoning, according to a
study published online Nov. 29 in the Journal of the American Medical
Association to coincide with the annual Critical Care Canada Forum,
held from Nov. 28 to Dec. 1 in Toronto.

Yonathan Freund, M.D., Ph.D., from Sorbonne Université in Paris, and
colleagues examined the effect of intubation withholding versus routine
practice on clinical outcomes of comatose patients with acute poisoning.
The analysis included 225 patients randomly assigned to a conservative
airway strategy of intubation withholding (intervention) or routine
practice.

The researchers observed a significant clinical benefit for a hierarchical
composite end point of in-hospital death, length of intensive care unit
stay, and length of hospital stay in the intervention group, with a win
ratio of 1.85. There was a lower proportion of any adverse events in the
intervention group (6 versus 14.7 percent) compared with the control
group. No deaths occurred, and pneumonia occurred in eight patients in
the intervention group and 16 receiving regular care.

"A conservative strategy can be used to avoid unnecessary intubation in
comatose patients after acute poisoning and could lead to a lower risk of
adverse events," the authors write.

One author disclosed ties to the pharmaceutical industry.

  More information: Yonathan Freund et al, Effect of Noninvasive
Airway Management of Comatose Patients With Acute Poisoning, 
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Acute Poisoning, JAMA (2023). DOI: 10.1001/jama.2023.22462

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/intubation/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/clinical+benefit/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/control+group/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/control+group/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/pharmaceutical+industry/
https://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jama.2023.24391
https://dx.doi.org/10.1001/jama.2023.22462


 

Copyright © 2023 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Withholding intubation helpful for comatose patients with acute poisoning (2023,
December 8) retrieved 28 April 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2023-12-intubation-
comatose-patients-acute-poisoning.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://consumer.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2023-12-intubation-comatose-patients-acute-poisoning.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2023-12-intubation-comatose-patients-acute-poisoning.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

