
 

Cambodia reports a new bird flu case, the
brother of a 9-year-old who died of the virus

February 12 2024, by Sopheng Cheang

  
 

  

Local boys drive a motorcycle passing a grilled chickens are on sale in a shop
outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Monday, Feb. 12, 2024. Cambodia reports a
new bird flu case, the brother of a 9-year-old who died of the virus last week.
Credit: AP Photo/Heng Sinith

The brother of a boy who died last week from bird flu has tested positive
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for the virus, Cambodia's Health Ministry said Monday.

The 9-year-old's death in the northeastern province of Kratie was the
first from bird flu in Cambodia this year, after four were reported last
year by the World Health Organization.

Bird flu, also known as avian influenza, normally spreads in poultry and
wasn't deemed a threat to people until a 1997 outbreak among visitors to
poultry markets in Hong Kong. Most human cases have involved direct
contact with infected poultry, but there have been concerns that the virus
could evolve to spread more easily between people.

The WHO and the U.N.'s Food and Agriculture Organization this month
warned that Lunar New Year festivities celebrated in much of Asia
posed an increased risk of spreading the virus.

In a statement, Cambodia's Health Ministry said the 16-year old brother
tested positive for the virus on Sunday but exhibited no symptoms. The
boy was undergoing medical treatment, and officials are investigating
who had contact with the brothers and how and where they contracted
the virus.
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Grilled chickens display for selling in a shop outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia,
Monday, Feb. 12, 2024. Cambodia reports a new bird flu case, the brother of a
9-year-old who died of the virus last week. Credit: AP Photo/Heng Sinith
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Farm geese walk across a road outside Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Monday, Feb.
12, 2024. Cambodia reports a new bird flu case, the brother of a 9-year-old who
died of the virus last week. Credit: AP Photo/Heng Sinith

The Health Ministry said the boy who died last week fell ill with fever,
shortness of breath, coughing and fainting after eating a meal his parents
had cooked from chicken and ducks they raised.

© 2024 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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