
 

Suicide screening should not be limited to
those with psychiatric history, suggests
experts
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Nearly one in five who attempt suicide do so without meeting criteria for
an antecedent psychiatric disorder, according to a study published online
Feb. 21 in JAMA Psychiatry.
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https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/2814937


 

Maria A. Oquendo, M.D., Ph.D., from the University of Pennsylvania in
Philadelphia, and colleagues used data from 1,948 U.S. adults with
lifetime suicide attempts from a nationally representative population-
based survey to determine what percentage of people who attempt
suicide meet criteria for a psychiatric disorder.

The researchers found that 6.2 percent had no apparent lifetime
psychiatric diagnoses when surveyed, while 13.4 percent made their first
suicide attempt prior to psychiatric disorder onset. There were no
significant age or sex differences noted in the percentage of those with
lifetime suicide attempts absent psychiatric disorders. However, women
were more likely than men to attempt suicide in the year of psychiatric
disorder onset (14.9 versus 8.6 percent).

Attempts were less frequent among those ≥50 to 65 years (3.9 percent
versus 6.1 percent for those aged 35 to 50 years and 6.2 percent for
those aged 20 to
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