
 

Drug overdoses reach another record with
almost 108,000 Americans in 2022, CDC says
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A member of the Solutions Oriented Addiction Response organization holds a
dose of the opioid overdose reversal drug Narcan at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Charleston in Charleston, W.Va., Tuesday Sept. 6, 2022. Nearly
108,000 Americans died of drug overdoses in 2022, according to final federal
figures released Thursday, March 21, 2024. Credit: AP Photo/Leah Willingham,
File
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Nearly 108,000 Americans died of drug overdoses in 2022, according to
final federal figures released Thursday.

Over the last two decades, the number of U.S. overdose deaths has risen
almost every year and continued to break annual records—making it the
worst overdose epidemic in American history.

The official number for 2022 was 107,941, the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention said, which is about 1% higher than the nearly
107,000 overdose deaths in 2021.

Earlier provisional data estimated more than 109,000 overdose deaths in
2022, but provisional data includes all overdose deaths, while the final
numbers are limited to U.S. residents.

The female overdose death rate declined for the first time in five years,
although the male overdose death rate continued to inch up, the report
said. Males account for about 70% of U.S. overdose deaths.

The overall drug overdose death rate rose from 2021 to 2022, but the
increase was so small it was not considered statistically significant.

The CDC has not yet reported overdose numbers for last year, although
provisional data through the first ten months of the year suggest
overdose deaths continued to be stable in 2023.

© 2024 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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