Possible biomarkers for Parkinson's disease
identified
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"Parkinson's disease is second most common
neurodegenerative disease among older adults
and there is widespread recognition that early
detection would allow treatment that could slow its
progression," said Robert Nagele, PhD, a
professor of medicine at UMDNJ-SOM and the
founder of Durin Technologies, Inc. "A reliable
blood test for Parkinson's would have tremendous
impact on patients, on physicians and on clinical
trials of potential disease-modifying drugs."
In an analysis that included more than 150 blood
samples, Nagele and his team employed human
protein microarrays to identify specific
autoantibody biomarkers that may be able to
diagnose Parkinson's disease with a high level of
accuracy.
Approximately 50,000 Americans are diagnosed
with Parkinson's disease each year. Today,
physicians can only diagnose the disease through
medical history, patient observation and laboratory
tests that rule out other disorders. By the time a
diagnosis is made using these methods, one-third
of the neurons affected by Parkinson's may
already be lost.
"Using this diagnostic strategy, it may soon be
possible and feasible to develop an accurate,
inexpensive and relatively non-invasive test to
detect and diagnose Parkinson's disease," Nagele
said.

1/2

APA citation: Possible biomarkers for Parkinson's disease identified (2012, February 23) retrieved 22
November 2019 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2012-02-biomarkers-parkinson-disease.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private study or research, no
part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is provided for information purposes only.

2/2
Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

