Poll: Obama health law fails to gain support
28 March 2014, by Associated Press
Republicans are almost uniformly opposed to the
3-year-old law and seek to make a major issue of it
as they attempt to capture control of the Senate in
fall congressional elections. The Republican-led
House has already voted more than 50 times to
repeal, defund or scale back "Obamacare," but has
been stymied in its crusade by Democrats running
the Senate.
Gwen Sliger of Dallas illustrates the prevailing
national mood. Although a Democrat, she's strongly
opposed to Obama's signature legislation. But she
thinks "Obamacare" is here to stay.
In this March 23, 2010 file photo, President Barack
Obama signs the Affordable Care Act in the East Room
of the White House in Washington. Public support for
Obama's health care law is languishing at its lowest level
since passage of the landmark legislation four years
ago, even though perceptions of some of the law's
problems have improved slightly, according to a new
poll. With Obama are Marcelas Owens of Seattle, left,
and Rep. John Dingell, D-Mich., right; from top left are
Sen. Tom Harkin, D-Iowa., Senate Majority Whip
Richard Durbin of Ill., Vice President Joe Biden, Vicki
Kennedy, widow of Sen. Ted Kennedy, Sen. Christopher
Dodd, D-Conn., Rep. Sander Levin, D-Mich., Ryan
Smith of Turlock, Calif., Health and Human Services
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi of Calif., House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer of
Md., Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nev., Rep.
Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I., House Majority Whip James
Clyburn of S.C., and Rep. Henry Waxman, D-Calif. (AP
Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File)

Public support for President Barack Obama's
health care law—his signature domestic
achievement—is languishing at its lowest level
since passage of the landmark legislation four
years ago, according to a new poll.
The Associated Press-GfK survey finds that 26
percent of Americans support the Affordable Care
Act. Yet even fewer—13 percent—think it will be
completely repealed. A narrow majority expects the
law to be further implemented with minor changes,
or as passed.

"I like the idea that if you have a pre-existing
condition you can't be turned down, but I don't like
the idea that if you don't have health insurance
you'll be fined," said Sliger.
The poll was taken before Thursday's
announcement by the White House that new health
insurance markets have surpassed the goal of 6
million sign-ups, so it did not register any of the
potential impact of that news on public opinion.
Open enrollment season began with a
dysfunctional HealthCare.gov website last Oct. 1
but will end Monday on what looks to be a more
positive note.
Impressions of the health care rollout while low,
have improved slightly.
While only 5 percent of Americans say the launch
of the insurance exchanges has gone very or
extremely well, the number who think it has gone at
least somewhat well has improved from 12 percent
in December to 26 percent now. The exchanges
offer subsidized private coverage to people without
a plan on the job.
Of those who said they or someone in their
household tried signing up for coverage, 59 percent
said there were problems.
On Thursday, five Democratic senators and one
independent—three facing re-election—introduced a
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package of changes to the law that seems
calibrated to public sentiment. One of their major
proposals would spare companies with fewer than
100 employees from a requirement to provide
coverage to their workers. The current cutoff is 50.
The poll found that much of the slippage for the
health care law over the last four years has come
from a drop in support, not an increase in
opposition.
In April of 2010, soon after the law passed, 50
percent of Americans said they were opposed to it,
while 39 percent were in favor. Ten percent were
on the fence.
Now, just 26 percent say they are in favor, a drop of
13 percentage points. Forty-three percent say they
are opposed, a drop of 7 percentage points since
that poll four years ago. But the number who
neither support nor oppose the law has tripled, to
30 percent.
The 26 percent in favor in the AP-GfK poll is not
significantly different from the 27 percent registered
in January and December.
The AP-GfK Poll was conducted March 20-24 using
KnowledgePanel, GfK's probability-based online
panel designed to be representative of the U.S.
population. It involved online interviews with 1,012
adults and has a margin of sampling error of plus or
minus 3.4 percentage points for all respondents.
Respondents were first selected randomly using
phone or mail survey methods and were later
interviewed online. People selected for
KnowledgePanel who didn't otherwise have access
to the Internet were provided with the ability to
access the Internet at no cost to them.
More information: AP-GfK Poll: www.apgfkpoll.com
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