Chemo-radionuclide therapy halts
neuroendocrine cancer
9 June 2014
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Neuroendocrine tumors (NETs) are those that
develop within a multiplicity of organs throughout
the body that have nerve cells and interact with the
endocrine system through chemical signaling
made possible with various hormones. These
tumors usually develop along the intestines and
lungs, but they can also be found in the pancreas
and many other sites, although rarely. For this
study, researchers observed patients who had
undergone at least three courses of treatment with
Lutetium-177 DOTA-Octreotate, which is
prescribed for inoperable patients with NETs
expressing somatostatin hormone receptors. This
study included a high proportion of grade two
disease, which is more aggressive and associated
with adverse prognosis. Researchers added a
radio-sensitizing chemotherapy for 63 out of the 68
patients in the study.
All of these steps together produced encouraging
responses in a majority of subjects, with 72 percent
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