No link found between erectile dysfunction
drugs and risk of prostate cancer
1 August 2016
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or high grade cancer. Because PDE-5i use was
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commonly used to treat ED. Since PDE-5is were
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efficacy for treating ED have been clearly
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evidence in human subjects is mixed," said lead
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Using data from REDUCE, a four-year, multicenter
study testing the effect of daily dutasteride to treat
benign prostatic hyperplasia on prostate cancer
risk in men, the authors analyzed whether ED drug
use by more than 6,500 patients may have
affected overall prostate cancer risk and disease
grade (Gleason 2-6 and 7-10). All participants in
the REDUCE study were required to undergo
biopsies at two and four years after enrollment,
which facilitated uniform cancer assessments
across the entire group. In this way, the basic
science linking PDE-5i and anticancer activity
could be explored.
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Of the 6,501 men in the study 364 (5.6%) used
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